February 13, 2008
Dear Editor,

My first conversation about HR 2824, the proposed bill to terminate the Cherokee Nation, with my
daughters was held at the dinner table on the weekend of Nov. 16, 2007.

| simply asked my daughters Chelbie, age 7 and Chenoa, age 5, “What would you think if we
didn't have a Cherokee Nation?” Chelbie replied, "Well that wouldn't be good." Chenoa was too
busy eating.

| continued the conversation explaining the process of how our state laws and federal laws are
made. | gave them examples such as, why they had to wear seat belts and why we had speed
limits, etc.

| told them that there was a California Congresswoman named Diane Watson that has written a
"paper" to terminate the Cherokee Nation. | asked Chelbie, if she knew what termination meant?
She replied, "Yes, it means you kill it." This remark sparked a little out of Chenoa by stating,
"What!"

It was at this time, Chelbie said, "Well | am just going to write a letter to the President and tell him
to stop her." | told her that was a great idea and we would do that.

| asked Chelbie if she had the opportunity to create a new law, what it would be. She said, "I
would make a new law so people like that lady will leave the Cherokee Nation alone." As a
parent, | was surprised at her response, yet proud.

Since Nov.16, we hadn't talked about the issue until Saturday, Feb. 9, 2008, while sitting around
the dinner table, | explained to the girls what | would be doing in Washington, D.C. Chelbie said,
"Mom we need to do our letters."

| replied, "Yes, we do, but | have a lot to get done before | leave in the morning, maybe you could
draw a picture, something like the one you did for the JOM art contest. You could write words of
how you feel and draw something to show that feeling."

| went to town to run errands. | returned home to find that she did create a drawing and gave me
directions, "Mom, take this to Washington, D.C. and give it to the President."

| told her I would try. | asked her about what that meant where she wrote, "Please stop her." She
replied, "That lady in California, | don't want her to hurt the Cherokee Nation."

| called home, Sunday, Feb. 10, to let them know | was safe and finally made it to Washington,
D.C. Chelbie asked me if I had her drawing, and | told her yes | did. She also asked, “What day
are you going to the White House?”

| told her | wasn't sure if | would get to go to the White House, but | would try. |told her that |
would not have a chance to meet the President, but Chief Chad Smith might. | asked her if it
would be alright to give her drawing to the Chief and ask him to give it to the President and she
replied, "Yes that's a good idea, Chad Smith can give my drawing to the President. What day is
he going to the White House?"

To honor my daughter’s request, while in Washington, | called our Cherokee Nation Washington
Office to let them know | had a special delivery for the Chief. Unexpectedly, | learned that the
Chief was in town, and | was able to personally make the special delivery.



| have only talked about the issue of the potential termination of the Cherokee Nation twice. This
proves she does listen to some of the things we talk about. As a parent, | believe whole heartedly
that it is my duty to teach my children how to survive living in two worlds, especially by learning
and gaining the wisdom of all aspects of our Cherokee culture.

Sincerely,
Lisa Trice-Turtle






